MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

HASTINGLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL ON 10th FEBRUARY 2004
Present:



Cllr Gardener (Chair)



Cllr Pell





Cllr Mrs Day




Cllr Johnson





Cllr Bacon




Mrs. T Block (Clerk)

	To be actioned by

	1
	Apologies
	

	
	Everyone was present therefore there were no apologies.
	

	
	
	

	2
	Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
	

	
	The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.
Matters Arising

Westford – The response regarding the boundary at Westford has been received and it would appear that there is a strip of land on site that belongs to neither Rose Cottage nor Westford.  The Parish Council agreed that they should find out about the ownership of this piece of land, it was agreed that a cheque for £4 should be sent to the Land Registry with the form to find out about this.
Response from Tony Jarvis regarding planning consent – An email had been received regarding planning consent for Lyddendane Farm, as below:

“Thanks for this info which helps me know the original appearance.  The increase in ground area by extending six inches all round is probably de minimis - i.e its so small it doesn't matter.
 

The change to the external appearance is however material and needs Planning Permission.    However in view of the fact that it appears to have improved the appearance it is clearly not in the public interest to require its removal by enforcement action.  If a change of use is effective without Planning Permission it would appear highly likely that enforcement action would be pursued because most other uses would be unacceptable in a rural area.   But this really does depend upon the use.    Clearly 'horseculture' is an acceptable use in the countryside.   If the change is to residential and/or office that would be unacceptable
 

Unfortunately I cannot normally pre-empt a change of use and the entire enforcement process is 'reactive'.    I cannot act on suspicion nor have we realistically the resources to monitor the site long term.    If however members of your PC notice any changes which would indicate a Change of Use please don't hesitate to contact me.”

The owners of the property have also given the Parish Council a copy of the asbestos removal form.


	TB

	
	
	

	3
	Declaration of Interest
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest
	

	
	
	

	4
	The Tree at the pond
	

	
	The Chairman stated that Hastingleigh Parish Council did not have a contract with the Tree Surgeon.  The tree was not declared dead, it was said to have Ganoderma and be at risk of branches falling off, it was therefore a risk to parishioners and their properties.  The pollarding meant that the risk was removed and it is hoped that the tree might begin to grow shoots.  It was agreed that should the complete removal and stump grinding prove necessary the Chairman would cause this to happen.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Standing Orders
	

	
	Changes were proposed to item numbers: 2, 3, 8, 28, 29, 30c and d, 38, 39, 60,61 and 69b of the Standing Orders.  These proposed changes will wait until the next meeting to be passed as a resolution.


	

	6
	Website
	

	
	The Value for money of the Saxonshore website was queried and the Councillors discussed alternatives.  Councillor Johnson agreed to look into the possibility of putting items on a free website.  He will report back to the Council at the next meeting.


	LJ

	7
	KAPC meeting
	

	
	Councillor Pell reported on the KAPC meeting he had attended.  There had been a report on the Country Eye service and it was thought that a talk on this might be a good idea for the Parish Meeting.  Allowances were also discussed, if the Parish Council wishes to pay the Councillors it can do so as long as the Councillors make no profit, however, the Parish Council could pay Ashford Borough Council to supply professional expense allowances.  Hastingleigh Parish Councillors agreed to forgo any expenses.

Local Needs Housing was also discussed and there is some concern that Ashford Borough Council is putting its tenants into Local Needs Housing Homes.  Hastingleigh Parish Council agreed to write to Dr Hilary Moorby, KAPC to express their views of wanting Local Needs Housing to go to Local people only.

It was reported that Parishioners should note any 4x4s or motorbikes causing noise or nuisance and then write to Sandy Bruce-Lockhart, Damian Green and DEFRA to complain.  There is to be a Government consultation into the use of such vehicles in the country.

A Village Plan template is to be produced and it is hoped that villages will cross boundaries with each other when producing their parish plans.  There will be a presentation on Quality Parish Councils at the next KAPC meeting on the 7th April.
	TB

	
	
	

	8
	Snowploughing
	

	
	An email had been received stating that Mr Jessel has the snowploughing agreement for Hastingleigh.


	

	9
	Representatives for the Parish Forum and KAPC meetings
	

	
	Following a letter received from Councillor Pell stating that he no longer wishes to be the representative for these meetings it was agreed that Councillor Mrs Day would represent Hastingleigh at the Parish Forum meetings and Cllr Pell agreed to continue as the KAPC representative.


	

	10
	Suitable date/time for meeting with Highway representatives
	

	
	Councillors Johnson and Mrs Day agreed that either the 23rd, afternoon of 24th or 25th February would be suitable dates for a meeting with the Highways Department.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Lauren at the Highways Department to arrange a convenient date and time.  The Councillors are going to make a list of items requiring discussion.

	TB

All

	11
	Expenditure for the Concurrent Functions Grant
	

	
	It was agreed that Councillor Pell would purchase bags and gloves to assist with the Village Clean-up up to a value of £30 and the Council would reimburse this expenditure.
	CP

	
	
	

	12
	Local Needs Housing
	

	
	A letter from Alison Thompson, Local Heeds Housing Adviser, had been received suggesting an open day for information about Local Needs Housing, it was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Alison Thompson, The Booking Clerk for the hall and the Elmsted Clerk to arrange a suitable date for such a meeting.  A flyer would then be produced to encourage parishioners to attend.


	TB

	13
	Risk Assessment
	

	
	There were no changes to be made.


	

	14
	Financial Statement
	

	
	A financial report was distributed to all Councillors.  The cheque for £587.50 for the tree pollarding was agreed and signed.


	

	15
	Any Other Business
	

	
	Time of meetings – It was agreed that the time of the meetings should be changed to start at 7.45pm to allow time for Councillors to arrive.


	

	16
	Date of the Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on 2nd March 2004.
	


Signed: …………………………………………………………………

Date: ………………………………………………………………..

