MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF

HASTINGLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL ON 13th January 2009

Present:
Cllr Gardener (Chair)


Cllr Mrs Day


Cllr Mrs Helmer



Cllr Mr Johnson

In attendance: 
    Mr Honey

To be actioned by

1
Apologies



Apologies had been received from Cllr Mrs Beale.






2
Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising



The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.

War Memorial – The tree has been removed and the stump has been ground.  The invoice for £201.25 including VAT was paid.

Posts on the verge – Kent Highways are awaiting a response from the services before work can commence on the verge.




3
Declaration of Interest on items on the agenda


4


There were no declarations of interest.

Setting up of a Fireworks committee
The Councillors agreed in principle to the setting up of a fireworks committee as a sub-committee of the Parish Council but this could not be progressed any further without the presence of Cllr Mrs Beale.  This is to be discussed at a meeting when Cllr Mrs Beale will be present.




5
Rights of way



There seem to be a number of properties putting gates from their gardens on to private land.  As this is a civil matter it was agreed that the Parish Council would ensure the Powells were made aware of this.


TB

6
Precept agreement



There was a thorough debate about the costing of a by-election following receipt of the letter from the Borough Council, copy attached to minutes.  It was decided that Hastingleigh Parish Council would write to the Borough Council asking for a proper costing of a by-election and stating that we consider this to be totally unacceptable.  The Parish Council decided that having considered the risks, they are not prepared to ask their electorate, at this time, to pay for a by-election as the risk of one taking place is so limited.


TB

7
An update on the mobile home in Beckets Close



The Borough Council is still considering this but, the advice the Borough received from Counsel states: “..he has concluded that the mobile home does not amount to operational development on the evidence provided and therefore it is not possible to take enforcement action or for it to require planning permission. I will therefore be proceeding to convert the application into a lawful development certificate.”




8
Visit to Highways Department – 16/12/08



The Clerk and Cllr Mrs Helmer had attended the Highways office and a report had been circulated to all Councillors.  Cllr Mrs Helmer added that she felt that the situation with Highways was far more positive than it had previously been.




9
Risk Assessment



There was no change to the Risk Assessment.


10
Financial Statement



A copy of the financial report was distributed to all Councillors.  Cheques were signed for T Gardener (tree removal) for £201.25 and Mr W Gardener for re-imbursement of the fireworks at £250.    The Clerk asked if the Council were in agreement with the marking of the football field at a cost of £67.37.  This would be reimbursed by the Evington Community Project, the Councillors agreed to this.




11
Correspondence



The Clerk had received an invitation to a meeting about sheltered housing for the elderly, this is on 4th February 2009, at 7pm in Wye Methodist Hall.  Cllrs Gardener and Mrs Day agreed that they would attend this meeting.


WG/KD

12
Any Other Business



Cllr Mrs Day expressed concern over the Governments decision to sweep aside planning law on an AONB in order to build houses.




13
Date of the Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday February 10th 2009. 






Signed: …………………………………………………………………

Date: ………………………………………………………………..

