MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

HASTINGLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL ON 8th June 2004
Present:


Cllr Gardener (Chair)



Cllr Pell

Cllr Mrs Day




Cllr Bacon




Cllr Johnson                                                     Mrs. T Block (Clerk)

	To be actioned by

	1
	Apologies
	

	
	Apologies had been received from Cllr Claridge
	

	
	
	

	2
	Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising
	

	
	The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.

It was confirmed that the leaflets had been sent out to every household. 

Cllr Gardener also reported that a Certificate of Public Liability Insurance had been received from the gardener who cuts the grass at the pond.  It was agreed that he should be asked to continue cutting the grass until the end of this season.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Declaration of Interest
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest
	

	
	
	

	4
	Parish Meeting
	

	
	A copy of the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 18th May was distributed to every Councillor.  The Clerk reported that Ashford Borough Council had responded to a few of the issues raised.  The kerbstones and the crossroads at Stokys Gate had been put on the maintenance database by the Highways department.  The gentleman in charge of the verge cutting has offered to come a couple of weeks later than he did this year and also to skip Vigo corner.

Cllr Pell apologised for the misunderstanding over the kerb stones.  He also stated that in the 1999 survey the parishioners responded with their top priority being the installation of speed limits and the Village Design Statement survey found speed limits to be in the top three of the most important things in the village.
	TB

	
	
	

	5
	Footpaths
	

	
	Footpaths AE186 and AE106 have not been cut back this year.  The Clerk is to report this to the Parish Paths Officer.


	TB

	6
	Village Shop
	

	
	There are reports of discussions regarding the re-opening of the shop.  A question had been asked about whether there would be any objection to the opening of the shop to sell basic provisions and serve coffee.  The Parish Council would have no objections to this.


	

	7
	Community Grants
	

	
	A resolution was passed that a Community Grant should be applied for to purchase some sports equipment for the Football Field and perhaps to cut the grass shorter on a regular basis.  Cllrs Gardener and Johnson are investigating the price of equipment and cutting of grass and the Clerk will apply for the pack from Charles Findlay. 


	WG/LJ

TB

	8
	Reed Bed
	

	
	No response had been received from Ashford Borough Council following a letter sent by the Parish Council on 12th November 2003.  The Clerk had emailed regularly asking for a response and had finally received one.  Saying that the maintenance on the reed bed would be carried out on Monday 7th June.  Only 2 sides of the reed bed had in fact been cut back so it was agreed that an email to Ashford Borough Council should be sent stating that this was unacceptable, the 1st stage of the reed bed is flooded and the odour coming from the reed bed is unacceptable.  It was also thought that a letter should b sent to the Environmental Health Officer regarding this matter too.


	TB

TB

	9
	Kent Association of Parish Councils
	

	
	Cllr Pell reported on the KAPC meeting he and Cllr Johnson had attended.  Railways, the Bishops Palace at Charing and Ashford’s Future had been discussed.  The minutes will be circulated once they arrive.


	

	10
	Risk Assessment
	

	
	There were no changes to be made.


	

	11
	Financial Statement
	

	
	A copy of the financial report was distributed to all Councillors.


	

	8
	Correspondence
	

	
	The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from Mr Wye asking about the funds he had handed over to the Parish Council.  He has seen no mention of the money in the magazine, it was in recorded in the September 2003 issue that: “Cllr Gardener reported that following a conversation with Mr Wye the Village Fête money is to be handed over to Hastingleigh Parish Council in order that they can continue to pay the person currently cutting the green by the pond and then when the funds run out Hastingleigh Parish Council will pay for the cutting of the green.”  It was agreed that the Clerk would respond to this letter accordingly.

A letter had been received from the Mayors office asking if a visit might be arranged for him to visit the village.  It was thought that if an event is held to present the sports equipment to the village the mayor might officiate this.

A questionnaire had been received from Ashford Borough Council regarding the Concurrent Functions Grant received and it was agreed that Hastingleigh Parish Council would respond stating that out of the 38 functions we pay for we only receive 3.  In addition to this we have to pay for the Clerk therefore it was agreed that we would ask for a much higher grant as we are taxed twice for so much.


	TB

TB

TB

	9
	Any Other Business
	

	
	There was no other business.


	

	10
	Date of the Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on 13th July 2004.
	


Signed: …………………………………………………………………

Date: ………………………………………………………………..

