MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF

HASTINGLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL ON 10th October 2007

Present:
Cllr Gardener (Chair)


Cllr Mrs Day


Cllr Mrs Helmer



Cllr Mrs Beale




Cllr Johnson

In Attendance:
Cllr R Honey

To be actioned by

1
Apologies



Apologies had been received from Cllr Wood






2
Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising



The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed.

Wyncot Kennels planning application response has been sent.  As has a response regarding Lees Cottage application for an additional house in the garden.  Highways had responded to the question previously raised about the way potholes are repaired.  Their response said: “There are two types of patching. Urgent ones, where we would expect the contractor to fill the pothole to make safe. This would not involve any cutting out, just sweeping out and ensuring the hole is as dry as possible. The second option is cutting out and keying in to a good edge, base filling and compacting.”




3
Declaration of Interest


4

5


There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Planning Application – Wyncot Kennels

Another application had been received and it was agreed that the Clerk would write to Ashford Borough Council to say that the Councils objections are unchanged by this application and our original objections and comments still stand.
Code of Conduct – signing of papers
All Councillors signed the register of members’ interests forms following the adoption of the new code of conduct at the last meeting.

TB


6
Notice Board



The proposal of having a new notice board was discussed and it was agreed that some catalogues showing designs and prices would be circulated to councillors as they come in.



7
EDF proposed works



Cllr Mrs Helmer reported that EDF had been to visit them and it has now been agreed that the substation will be put on the Cricket Field, a map of the proposed works was distributed to all Councillors.



8
War Memorial Update



Cllr Gardener reported that the railings have now all been painted and there are now only 4 parts of the fence to be put back on.  It was suggested that the cherry tree that was planted in the memorial should be removed and was also suggested that the area should be gravelled or grassed over.  These suggestions are to be given more thought.




9
Risk Assessment



There are no changes to be made.



10
Financial Statement



A copy of the financial report was distributed to all Councillors.  A payment of £31.37 for the maintenance of the war memorial was approved.




11
Correspondence



A planning Application had been received from Ashford Borough council for land opposite 2 Court Lodge Cottages.

KCC had written to say the cost for cutting the playing field will increase again for next year.  Alternative companies are to be approached for a quotation.



12
Any Other Business



It was agreed the Clerk would chase the Highways Department with regard to the posts on the verge in Tamley Lane.

It was agreed that the Parish Council should write to Ashford Borough Council Housing Department to express concerns over the emergency vehicles that are unable to get round Beckets Close.

The Parish Councillors all expressed concerns over the suggested “Affordable Housing Plan” that was advertised in the magazine.  The English Rural Housing Association had been contacted and they had heard nothing about this.  Hastingleigh Parish Council would only support an affordable housing project that was undertaken through the English Rural Housing Association or the Rural Housing Trust.

The benches in the parish have been moved, it was agreed that the Parish Council would explore the costs of replacement benches.

Mr Honey was invited to speak about recycling and the reed bed.  The recycling ideas are moving forward and the reed bed repair works have been carried out.  A newsletter will be sent to all reed bed users soon and the Parish Council will be invited to a meeting with Ashford Borough Council to discuss the maintenance project of the reed bed and the suggested management of the reed bed by the Parish Council.

Fireworks – Cllr Mrs Beale reported that the Foot and Mouth ban has been lifted.  She expressed concerns over car parking – this is to be given some thought.  ECP will be asked to do the food in aid of Demelza House.  This is to take place on Saturday 3rd November.  The fireworks will be purchased at a cost of £300.


TB

TB

13
Date of the Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday November 14th 2007.






Signed: …………………………………………………………………

Date: ………………………………………………………………..

